
  Roots & Branches Genealogical Society of West Volusia County    

              General Meeting Minutes        

                       December 15, 2013 

2pm. December General Meeting was called to order by 1st VP, Bob Weaver. Also present were 2nd VP and 

Membership Chairman, Mary Lois Kelley; Treasurer, Harriet Bolin; Program Director, Carol Izzo; Acting 

Recording Secretary, Jane Burr; and Newsletter Editor, Dianne Gorshon.  Absent were President, Louise 

Caccamise and Web Master, Elliott C Lee.   

Mary Lois reports there are no visitors today. 

Bob thanked Louise for her leadership these past 2 years and Rosemary Sutton for her monthly education 

classes. Louise will continue to attend Board meetings for the next 2 years in a non-voting capacity. 

November minutes posted on the web site were accepted. 

Treasurer’s Report from Harriet:  Balance as of December 15, $4952.63.  

Membership Chairman, Mary Lois:  25 paid members/21 memberships for 2014.   

Bob reported that the Library will be closed from January 6 through January 27, therefore, the January Roots 

and Branches meeting will be canceled.  The next General Meeting will be Sunday, February 16, 2014. 

Bob said the books were audited this month, prior to the new Board.  He said the books were found to be 

correct and the report was accepted by the Board. The audit was signed by Bob and Jon Freeburg. 

Dianne spoke about the newsletter, thanking all who contributed to the January issue.  She handed out copies 

of her newsletter survey and asked all to complete and send to her. 

Bob said that Marsha Zitzelberger, Nominating Committee Chairman, submitted a panel of members who have 

agreed to serve on the Board for the next term:  President, Harriet Bolin; 1st VP and Program Director, Marsha 

Zitzelberger; 2nd VP and Membership Chairman, Mary Lois Kelley; Treasurer, Judy Warensford; Recording and 

Corresponding Secretary, Jane Burr.  A vote was taken to elect the panel as the new Board for 2014 and 2015 

term.  Rosemary Sutton made a motion to accept the vote and Carol Izzo seconded the motion. Bob said the 

Board is so elected. Dianne Goshorn proceeded with installation of the new officers. 

Howard Fisher spoke about this year’s contest called: “Let Me Tell You About My Ancestor.”  Prior contests 

have included “Most Notorious” and “Most Favorite.”  The idea was originally suggested by Rosemary Sutton. 

This will be the 3rd contest and is open to all residents of Volusia and Flagler Counties.  It starts January 1 

through May 31. Winners will be announced at the June 15th meeting. First Prize is $100; second, $50 and 

third, $25, in addition to a one-year membership in Roots and Branches Genealogical Society.  Entries must be 

mailed to the DeLand Regional Library, 130 East Howry Ave, DeLand, FL 32721-0612.  Howard and Marsha 

Zitzelberger are working together on this year’s contest, and then Marsha will continue with next year’s contest. 

Marsha said “We are all connected to the Family Tree,” and then introduced her friends and neighbors, Russell 

Standing Feather and Brenda Lee Brightstar, who spoke about American Indian culture and ancestry. While 

many in the group acknowledged having Indian ancestors, Russell said finding Indian roots is very difficult. He 

spoke about his culture and told the story of The White Buffalo Calf Woman.  He talked about and 

demonstrated the use of peace pipes, a drum which he had made, prayer feathers, flutes, rattles and dream-

catchers.  He contributed moccasins and a blanket as a door prize. It was a very enjoyable presentation. 

The meeting continued with our Christmas Party, complete with fun, friendship and food. 

Submitted by Recording and Corresponding Secretary, Jane Burr. 


